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Hon’ble Foreign Minister Awards Young Diplomats at Foreign Service Academy

T

he Foreign
Service
Academy
organised
the
Passing-out
Ceremony of the
21st
Specialized
Diplomatic Training
Course (SDTC) at its
'Sugandha' premises
in the evening of 30
October 2016. The
Hon’ble
Foreign
Minister
H.E.
Mr. Abul Hassan
Mahmood Ali, MP
graced the occasion
as Chief Guest. Foreign Secretary, Secretary (MAU) and other
senior officers from Ministry of Foreign Affairs were present.
Academy’s notable resource persons - Prof Dr. Syed Anwar
Husain; Prof. Dr. Mizanur Rahman; Ambassador M. Anwar
Hashim; Ambassador Dr. Toufiq Ali; Ambassador Munshi Faiz
Ahmad; Ambassador Md. Touhid Hossain; et. al. and faculty
members from the Department of International Relations

(IR) and Institute
of
Modern
Languages (IML)
of University of
Dhaka and other
distinguished
guests made the
event memorable
with their kind
presence.
T h e
programme
started with a
welcome remark
from the Acting
Principal of the
Academy.
By
expressing his deep gratitude to the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and to all martyrs and
freedom fighters of the glorious War of Liberation in 1971, the
Acting Principal said that because of their supreme sacrifices
and invaluable contributions, we are now an independent
HFM, PAGE 2

Hon'ble State Minister for Foreign Affairs addresses Directors of MOFA at FSA

H

on'ble State Minister for Foreign Affairs H.E. Mr.
Mohammed Shahriar Alam, MP addressed the
officers at the rank of Director of Ministry of
Foreign Affairs at a session during a re-fresher course on
‘International Relations & Diplomacy’ conducted recently by
the Foreign Service Academy (FSA) at its premises. Hon’ble

State Minister discussed a host of contemporary issues of
domestic and international importance. He dwelt on how
the present government under the able leadership of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina had been marching forward with
the nation’s Vision-2021 and Vision-2041. Terming this as a
“journey for peace, development and prosperity”, the State
Minister highlighted the responsibilities of the foreign office
in this journey. Mentioning the recent achievements and
successes of Bangladesh in its domestic and international
fronts, he said that the current momentum of work must be
kept going in order to make Bangladesh a ‘Golden Bengal’ what the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman dreamt of. He lauded the pro-active role being
played by the foreign office officials in this respect. He also
stressed on holding of similar ‘refresher’ courses for officials
of the Ministry at different levels in order to update them on
relevant topics and issues.
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HFM Awards at FSA
HFM, FROM PAGE 1

nation, and so it has been possible for us to arrange this
ceremony at this Foreign Service Academy of an independent
country - Bangladesh. He also proudly recalled that the Father
of the Nation held his office in 1972 as Prime Minister of
independent Bangladesh in these very premises which now
house the Foreign Service Academy.
The Foreign Secretary, Mr. Md. Shahidul Haque, in
his speech, pointed out the pro-active role being played by
Bangladeshi diplomats in upholding the image of the country
and to protect her interests abroad. He advised the young
diplomats to follow the legacy of the service and prepare
themselves to meet the challenges of the country particularly
in its foreign and international relations in the coming days.
He identified and dwelt on some of the challenges lying ahead
of our diplomats and viewed that adequate knowledge, skills,
integrity and patriotism can only be of their assistance to
meet these challenges. He also highlighted the importance of
training for diplomats of countries like Bangladesh in order to
abreast themselves of current issues and discourses. Training
is a continuous process, he emphasized.
T h e
Hon’ble Foreign
Minister,
H.E.
Mr. Abul Hassan
Mahmood
Ali,
MP in his speech
placed his high
hopes on the
trainee-officers
by saying that
they would be
able to contribute
with
due
convictions towards fulfilling the dream of the Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and to make
Bangladesh truly a 'Sonar Bangla' – the Golden Bengal for which
the government of Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has been working relentlessly and successfully for the last 8
years. The Hon’ble Foreign Minister also drew attention of the
junior officers to the present unpredictable and continuously
changing world politics. He advised the young officers to
be equipped with all sorts of professional skills to face the

challenges of diplomacy. Acquiring knowledge in varied field is
crucial for a diplomat, he emphasized. Citing various examples
from his own professional life in diplomacy, he encouraged the
young officers to be courageous to take the right decision at the
right time. He elaborated how Bangladeshi diplomats played

crucial role abroad, even after defection, during Bangladesh’s
War of Liberation in 1971.
Sixteen (16) Assistant Secretaries of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs participated in the 21st SDTC. The participants
studies different subjects
relating to diplomacy and foreign
relations under 20 separate
Acquiring
modules. They took part in
a number of mock-seminars
knowledge in
and workshops, negotiation
varied field is
simulations during the course.
The Academy, for the first time
crucial for a
also arranged one specially
diplomat
designed thematic course and
another on foreign language
- Foreign Minister
in formal arrangements with
Department of International
Relations and Institute of Modern Languages respectively of
the University of Dhaka. Aside from the regular completion
certificate, the Academy also issued two separate certificates
jointly with the
Department
of
International
Relations
and
the
Institute
of
Modern
Languages
of
Dhaka University.
The
newly
introduced
“The Principal’s
Award”
was
also awarded to
Mr. Md. Ashfaq Hussain for his overall excellent
performance. The Hon’ble Foreign Minister handed over
the certificates and the award to the trainee-officers.

“

”

Chairman, Department of International Relations and
Director, Institute of Modern Languages of Dhaka University
also spoke on this occasion and thanked the Academy for
taking initiative of joint collaborations with their respective
department/ institute.

The formal part of the ceremony was followed by a
dinner arranged by the Academy. The Program was concluded
with a vote of thanks to all guests and an expression of gratitude
to the Hon’ble Foreign Minister and the Foreign Secretary by
the Acting Principal Amb. Syed Masud Mahmood Khundoker.
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Foreign Secretary Inaugurates 22nd SDTC

F

oreign Secretary, H.E. Mr. Mohammad Shahidul
Haque inaugurated the 22nd Specialized Diplomatic
Training Course (SDTC) on 03rd November 2016
at Foreign Service Academy in Dhaka. Ten (10) Assistant
Secretaries of 34th BCS (Foreign Affairs) cadre have been
nominated for this specialized and basic foundation course
in diplomacy and foreign relations. Rear Admiral (Retd.) Md.
Khurshed Alam,
Secretary
(Maritime
Affairs Unit);
Ambassador
Kamrul Ahsan,
Secretary
(Bilateral
&
Consular)
and Directors
General
of
Ministry
of
Foreign Affairs
were present at the ceremony.
The Principal (Acting) of the Academy Ambassador
Syed Masud Mahmood Khundoker, at the beginning,
congratulated the trainee officers for their nomination
for the 22nd SDTC training course and welcome them to
the Academy. He also extended a warm welcome to the
Foreign Secretary and other senior officers of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. In his remark, the Principal outlined the
course contents. He described this profession of diplomacy
as a noble one and expressed his high hopes for the young
generation of Bangladesh diplomatic services and said that
they would become true ambassadors of the nation. He
emphasized on hard working, sincerity and a pursuit for
knowledge for success in their professional life. Terming
the training as a continuous process, the Principal told that
the SDTC could open the golden gate for such a continuous
journey. He advised the trainee-officers to embrace the
training with all seriousness.
Following the welcome remark by the Principal,
Director General (UN) and High Commissioner designated
to Singapore, Mr. Md. Mustafizur Rahman took the floor
and he portrayed the contrast between the present days’
Foreign Service Academy and that in the past, referring to
the availability of facilities for studies and resources. He
emphasized on articulation skills, knowledge and learning
the true history of Bangladesh and values that Bengali as
a nation, stands for. He also said that being patriotic is the
core value of a true diplomat. Mr. Iqbal Ahmed, Director
in the Foreign Secretary’s Office also briefly spoke to the
trainee-officers and he laid importance on discipline and
proper attitude in a life of a diplomat. He also elaborated
how knowledge is crucially important for a diplomat.
Secretary (MAU), after congratulating the trainee
officers at the beginning of his speech, said that a diplomat’s
is a profession of dignity and honour – it is not his alone,
but also for his country. He advised the trainee officers to

develop and pursue particularly three skills in their life.
viz. professionalism, managerial capabilities and humane
qualities.
The Foreign Secretary, in his inaugural speech,
depicted a world around and beyond 2030 and advised
the young diplomats to equip themselves with necessary
skills and knowledge to take on challenges of an
unpredictable
future
world.
He mentioned
that Bangladesh
would become
a
middle
income country
(MIC) by 2021
and would be
on its highway
to
become
a
developed
country
by
2041 on the political map of the world. He emphasized
on the crucial role to be played by future diplomats of
Bangladesh in this journey forward. He reminded the
trainee officers of ethos for
which the nation stood firm and
waged the War of Liberation in
1971 under the able leadership
eaders
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
are made
Rahman, the Father of the
Nation. Sighting the exemplary
while some
and unprecedented pragmatic
leadership
and
diplomatic
are born
acumen of Bangabandhu after
the independence which secured
international recognitions for
newly independent Bangladesh, the Foreign Secretary
advised his junior colleagues to nurture leadership
qualities and be courageous to take pragmatic initiatives
for the sake of the people and the country. Encouraging
them to develop their knowledge base and multi-tasking
ability, he said that ‘leaders are made while some are
born’. He finally termed the training as investment for
their both professional and personal life. He advised
them to make best use of it.

“

L

”

The inaugural ceremony came to an end
following a vote of thanks from the Principal of the
academy. The Principal specially thanked the Foreign
Secretary for his continuous guidance and support to the
Academy and specially for his presence at the inaugural
ceremony despite his tremendously busy schedule. He
also thanked all the senior officers of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and wished the trainee-officers the very
best and successful conclusion of their training. The
ceremony was followed by a working lunch arranged by
the Foreign Service Academy.
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AOFA Meet at FSA

T

he 'Association of Former Ambassadors' (AOFA) of
Bangladesh arranged its General Meeting and post EidReunion at the Foreign Service Academy (FSA) on 26

November 2016. Hon'ble Foreign Minister, H.E. Mr. Abul Hassan
Mahmood Ali, M.P. being a member of AOFA, also attended.
Around forty members of AOFA along with some of their
spouses participated in this evening event at FSA. The general
meeting was presided over by Ambassador M Mohsin, President
of AOFA and the AOFA Secretary General and Chairman, BIISS,
Ambassador Munshi Faiz Ahmad presented a report at the
meeting on the activities of the association. The Hon'ble Foreign
Minister, in his statement, emphasized on possible contribution
of AOFA in nation building in general, and to the endeavours
of Ministry of Foreign Affairs in particular. He also mentioned
that the incomparable professional experience of the former
Ambassadors is the nation’s treasure-trove, and this should be
properly utilized. The general meeting was followed by a lively
Reception arranged by AOFA.

FSA – IML, DU joint collaboration for Language Learning

I

nstitute of Modern Languages (IML) of Dhaka University
and the Foreign Service Academy have agreed to jointly
conduct courses on foreign languages for the traineeofficers of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Dhaka participating
in the Specialized Diplomatic Training Course (SDTC) conducted
by the Academy. Under this first ever formal arrangement,
faculty members of IML conducted a course of basic French
language with credit hours of 40, for the 16 (sixteen) traineeofficers of 21st SDTC during the July – October 2016 period.
The IML will continue to conduct similar courses on French
and othet languages for the participants of SDTC at the
Foreign Service Academy.
All the participants of the 21st SDTC were awarded
with certificates on successful completion of basic French
language course. The certificates were handed over to the
awardees by H.E. Mr. Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali, MP, Hon’ble
Foreign Minister of Bangladesh at Passing-out Ceremony
arranged by the Academy on 30 October 2016. The Foreign
Minister, in his address, laid much importance on learning
foreign languages for diplomats.

FSA – IR, DU undertake joint collaboration programme

T

he Foreign Service Academy and the
Department of International Relations
of Dhaka University jointly conducted a
specially designed short course on ‘Terrorism,
Rise of Fundamentalism and Foreign Policy’
with a credit hour of 30 for the participants of
21st SDTC at the Academy. This was first ever
formal joint collaboration between the two
institutions, arranged through exchange of
Letters of Intensions. The topics under the course
included, inter-alia, Understanding Terrorism
and Fundamentalism: History, Current Realities,
and New Challenges; Terrorist Goals, Tactics,
Operations, and Sponsors; International Terrorism
in the Age of Globalization; Terrorism, CounterTerrorism, and Foreign Policy; State-Sponsored
Terrorism and Response from the Global
Community; Religious Terrorism and Violent
Extremism; Future of Terrorism, Violence, and
Extremism; Balancing Security and Civil Liberties
in the Face of Terror; Terrorism & Int’l Law: Role
of UN & Int’l bodies; Current reality & Challenges
for Bangladesh: Role of MOFA; Regional and subregional approach to counter terrorism: Focus
South Asia and Economic & Financial aspects of
terrorism.
Former Chairman of the National Human
Rights Commission, Prof. Dr. Mizanur Rahman;
Prof Dr. Delwar Hossain, Prof Ehsanul Haque, Prof
Dr. Lailufar Yasmin, Dr. Md. Abdul Mannan, Ms.
Bushra Hasina Chowdhury, Dr. A.S.M. Ali Ashraf,
Dr. Mohammad Tanzimuddin Khan, Mr. Obaidul
Haque and Dr. Syeda Rozana Rashid, members
of faculty of the Department of International
Relations of Dhaka University; former Foreign
Secretary Ambassador Md. Touhid Hossain;
Ambassador Syed Masud Mahmood Khundoker;
security expert Maj Gen (retd) Abdur Rashid,
Executive Director, Institute of Conflict, Law
& Development Studies (ICLDS); and Deputy
Inspector General (DIG) of Bangladesh Police Mr.
Monirul Islam, Chief of the Counter Terrorism
and Transnational Crime (CTTC) Unit and Mr.
Md. Mustafizur Rahman, Director General (UN)
were among the distinguished speakers in the
course. All the trainee-officers were awarded
separate certificates for successful completion of
the course jointly issued by the Foreign Service
Academy and the Department of International
Relations of the University of Dhaka.
Hon’ble Foreign Minister, H.E. Mr. Abul
Hassan Mahmood Ali, MP handed over the
certificates to the participants of the Passing-out
Ceremony of 21st SDTC held at the Foreign Service
Academy in the evening of 30 October 2016.
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On a Mission: Water Pilgrimage
Co

S

ensing
my
absorbed
meditating mood, my
wife, on her arrival at
Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport
recently, threw out a religious challenge : “When did you
become so religious?” What sounds like a light-hearted
query leads us to a formidable discussion on how I tend
to see my tenure in the Netherlands as nothing short of a
water pilgrimage. To make my point on how the Netherlands
remained so dry amidst all these water, I offered her a
romantic plot. Informing her that Schiphol Airport’s lowest
point being 3.5 m below sea level, I would have been
waiting on the shore of a river to grab her outreached hand
from a traditional colourful boat in Bangladesh!
My first ever ambassadorial assignment landed
me in the Netherlands in March 2014 and it brought me
an opportunity for meditation on my (one of the) old
obsession(s) - how could we remain afloat in Bangladesh
even if we go under water?
As I make my slow pilgrimage through the watery
landscape of the Netherlands, a sense of awe and mystery
seems to gather and grow. The process of my transformation
came to a head with my discovery of water being at the front
and centre of whatever they do here in the Netherlands. I
came to believe that there is a sacredness in Dutch water. It
was never a mark of weakness, but of power. Dutch showed
to the world how to keep one’s head above water even
if forces of nature prove seemingly insurmountable. They
turned their weakness into an overwhelming reservoir of
expertise and resilience.
When we talk about ‘resilience’, the world came to
witness, the people of Bangladesh are no less endowed with
their ability to bounce back. Geography made Bangladesh
a virtual playground of world’s three of the largest river
systems – Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna (GBM). Located
on an active sedimentary basin, and its intricate network
of alluvial rivers carries an average quantity of 0.5–2.8
billion tons annual discharge and sediment load from the
Himalayas. To make it even more challenging than the
Netherlands, Bangladesh houses 57 cross-boundary rivers,
of which 54 are shared with India and the remaining three
with Myanmar. Bangladesh is the common lower riparian
of all these trans-boundary rivers. The combined discharge
of water from the GBM rivers is second only to that of the
river Amazon.

Ambassador Sheikh Mohammed Belal

Defending against floods from such massive
network of cross boundary rivers require a regional
framework in the Himalayan basin area. Hopefully,
countries in the Himalayan basin will, someday, take a
page from the European networks of cooperation in the
water sector to develop a basin wide framework for water
cooperation. We could learn from the Netherlands how to
turn water into a bonding liquid to cultivate a culture of
togetherness in our region.
As amazing as it may sound, some sources suggest
that there were primitive flood defences in what is now the
Netherlands as far back as 500BC. Windmills, for which the
country is famous, have been helping to pump water off
the land for more than half a millennium. It is no wonder
that the Netherlands, with almost half of her population
living below the sea level, remained flood proof. They
learned how to protect against flooding and developed a
sophisticated system of almost 3,800 kilometres of flood
defences, including earthen levees along the main rivers
as well as sand dunes, coastal dikes and five major coastal
protection works and storm surge barriers along the coast.
The primary sea defence system – where a system
of closure works and Storm Surge Barriers in the tidal inlets
is connected by a system of natural dunes and man-made
sea dikes, is capable of withstanding 1 in 10,000 year flood
events. Now they embarked on a plan to make more room
for waters as a part of their Delta plan.
After years of working, finally in 2014, we, in
Bangladesh, have been able to conclude framework with
the Netherlands for a holistic, long-term, vision - aptly
called “Delta Plan 2100”. This long-term vision, combining
with our own initiative for “Blue Economy” with that of
the Netherlands “Blue Gold”, will hopefully put in place a
plan to make Bangladesh as flood proof as possible. More
than flood proofing, what is important in Bangladesh is the
inculcation of the Dutch way of thinking where disaster
avoidance generally takes precedence over disaster relief.
To the credit of our thousands of innovative people,
Bangladesh is already globally known for its excellent post
disaster management skill. But working to avoid disaster is
completely different from working after a disaster. This is
what I long to learn, and ultimately navigate, as I continue
this pilgrimage for the rest of my tenure !

[Ambassador Sheikh Mohammed Belal is presently the Ambassador of Bangladesh to the Kingdom of the Netherlands.
For details: http://bangladeshembassy.nl/nl/embassy/ambassador.html]
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Book Review
Probashey Muktijuddher Dinguli
(The Days of Liberation War in excile)
Abu Sayeed Chowdhury
Reviewed by Md. Rejaul Islam

J

ustice Abu Sayeed Chowdhury is considered as one
of the unsung heroes of the glorious Liberation War
of Bangladesh. He played a leading diplomatic role
to build support among the international communities
during the country’s Liberation War. In 1971, while
he was in Geneva, Justice Chowdhury resigned from
his post as Vice Chancellor of University of Dhaka as a
protest against the genocide in the then East Pakistan
(present Bangladesh) by the Pakistan army. From Geneva
he moved to London and was later appointed as Special
Envoy of Bangladesh Government in Exile for Overseas
and the UN. He was instrumental in mobilizing world
public opinion in favour of the Liberation War. Probashe
Muktijuddher
Dinguli is indeed a
He elaborates the
store-house of the
contribution of Bangladeshi
author’s experience,
diplomats, particularly
understanding
and
present Bangladesh Foreign remembrance
of
Minister A H Mahmood Ali,
diplomatic role in
A F M Abul Fateh, Mohiuddin
1971 and also of
Ahmad and et. al.
contribution
of
many countries and
foreign people towards an independent Bangladesh.
Justice Abu Sayeed Chowdhury played an immense
role in building international opinion for Bangladesh
during the nine-month long Liberation War. Establishing
the head office in London, he went to various corners
of the world to report the atrocities and genocide
committed by the Pakistani army and for support and
recognition for Bangladesh. Opponent threatened him
to kill, however, he was firm and self-assured for the
cause of his motherland. He presented Bangladesh’s
aspiration for freedom and oppression of Pakistani
government before the world. This book is important for
the history of Bangladesh Independence War - not only
it presents the eventful life or contribution of Justice
Abu Sayeed Chowdhury during 9 months of 1971, but
also it brings forth contributions of many countries and
people across the world. Hence, we come to know the
name of many personalities and organizations who had
played significant role for Bangladesh without having
any interest. He also focuses on the courageous role
of Bangladeshi career diplomats at abroad during the
Liberation War, who made his task easier. He elaborates

the contribution of Bangladeshi diplomats, particularly
present Bangladesh Foreign Minister A H Mahmood Ali,
A F M Abul Fateh, Mohiuddin Ahmad and et. al.
The book also tells how the author united all
Bengalis living in Europe and America as well asformed an
organization for liberation of Bangladesh. On 23 April, he
was appointed as Special Envoy of the then Government
in Exile and on 27 August, he established Bangladesh
High Commission in London. As a result, his activities
came to be institutionalized and representative in true
sense. He also worked as the representative in United
Kingdom along with USA, Netherland, West Germany
(Present Germany), Switzerland, Norway, Sweden, Finland
and Denmark. He established communication with the
governments, public representatives, justice, international
organizations, university students and teachers of these
countries. He met and briefed the situation to the Foreign
Minister of Britain, Prime Minister of Mauritius and other
International Organizations including International Red
Cross, Amnesty International and Commonwealth etc. In
September, he also visited United Nations as the leader
of delegation consisting of 16 members to keep informed
the world community about happenings in the East
Pakistan (Bangladesh). On 16 December, 1971 he was in
the headquarters of United Nations and knew the longawaited news of the independence of Bangladesh. On 06
January 1972, after completing his mission successfully,
he left London for Bangladesh and on January 12, he took
oath as the President of Bangladesh. Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the Father of the Nation, gave him this
recognition for his remarkable contribution for the nation.
Abu Sayeed Chowdhury (1921-1987) was a
renowned jurist, academician, and diplomat and was the
second President of Bangladesh. His father Abdul Hamid
Chowdhury was the speaker of the East Pakistan Provincial
Assembly. He obtained his Masters and Law degrees from
Calcutta University in 1942 and then completed Bar at Law
from London. Later he joined the Dhaka High Court Bar in
1948. Chowdhury was appointed as the Vice Chancellor of
University of Dhaka in 1969. Rest of his life was dedicated
for Bnagladesh.
He authored four books titled ‘Probashe
Muktijuddher Dinguli’, ‘Manobadhikar’, ‘Muslim Family
Law in the English Courts’ and ‘Human Rights in the
Twentieth
Century’. He was honoured with the title of ‘Deshikottam’
by Visvabharati.

[Mr. Md. Rejaul Islam is an Assistant Secretary in the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and was a trainee-officer of the 21st SDTC at
FSA. This is an edited version of Book Review on this particular
book submitted by him as part of his training programme.]
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Book Review
Drishtipat
Jajabar (Binoy Mukhopadhay)

Reviewed by Touhid Imam

D

rishtipat, by Jajabar is one of the greatest books
in Bangla literature which influenced many other
Bengali writers. Jajabar is the pen-name of the well
known writer Binoy Mukhapadyay. He also had another
pen-name ‘Sri Pathachari’. He was a regular columnist in
Dainik Jugantar. After the Second World War he entered the
Bengali literary world with a trend setting writing style.
Drishtipat is a book, which could be perceived as an
‘objet d’art’, offering the readers a different flavor, because
of unique & unmatched writing style. It’s a compilation
of letters, but at the same time, it is pleasant like a novel,
interesting like a precise report, thrilling like any detective
story. Sharp observations with pinches of objective
assessments about almost anything are the essence of this
book.
In the introductory note, it is mentioned that the
book is a compilation of some letters written by a Bengali
young reporter from Delhi to his girlfriend. The young man
went to London in 1936 to study Law and returned after
the World War II leaving study and later got appointed as
reporter in a provincial newspaper.
The preface says, sharp, open and independent
comments and judgments on current issues in a book during
subservient colonial India was rare of course, which could
threaten the fate of the book and the author both. So the
author took the pen-name of Jajabar not only as a sale-trick,
but also as a trick for self-defending.
Binoy Mukhopadhay wrote 06 books in 38 years
(1946-1983). He was so popular, but never held his pen for
market demand, nor for public choice. He was exceptional
in this case. His description made the then Delhi alive to
even the contemporary readers, where he mentioned about
politics, society, infrastructure, life, love, art, culture etc.
Without any hesitation, he described all these things like a
traveler. From the infrastructure, he differentiated between
art and craft. He rediscovered Delhi in his eyes, and thereby,
could be compared with another prominent writer Syed
Mujtaba Ali in this regard, who witnessed life in Afghanistan’s
Kabul in his book ‘Deshe Bideshe’ (In a Land far from Home).
Historical events and places of Delhi, related history
and its characters are magnificently discussed in this book.
India is a land of many culture and community, which took
a large part of author’s narrative. It begins with the Cripps
Mission sent to save India. Later, it covered other stories,
comments, analysis, travelogue and so many. Worth
mentioning that, in a deft way author narrated the political
cloud, expectation and tension of Indian people at that
time of partition, diplomacy and related events. Author is

much skilled in character sketching. He nicely analyzed how
Sir Churchill sent Sir Cripps with a ‘meaningless’ proposal
and ruined his career, and actors who worked behind the
scene. Author also tried to be objective in his narratives and
analysis.
The writer, too often, compared the present with
the past. He seemed biased to past, but he is as well modern
in writing style and thought process. His writing shows satire,
sarcasm, taunt, rivalry, harsh criticism. He severely criticized
the English people in India, English-lover Indians and others:
how they crossed the limit of decency not in own country,
but in India only. The picture of the then Indian Civil Service
was captured in a very small sentence like ‘The Heavenborne Service’, whose qualification is beyond question. To
him, ‘The Holy Roman Empire’ was not holy, nor an empire;
like that, the ‘Indian Civil Service’ is not Indian, nor civil,
and service is a mere dream. Mentioning ICS as a caste,
not simply an occupation, author discussed the evolution,
nature and trend of bureaucracy in India.
In author’s time, a new trend was seen in
emancipation of women: through education, self
dependency, and in attending clubs and parties. It also
deplored the trend to cross the limit while depicting a life
of Bengali modern women going to parties, smoking and
indulging in wines.
Drishtipat, may not be considered as the north-star
of literature, but its popularity remained high always. May
be, progressive young minds of that time found their voices
and representation in the central role of Drishtipat, who was
a professional, open-minded, cultured, reader and traveler,
sensitive, agile and sharp. Even with all these qualities, he
did not pretend to be a superman, rather acted like common
people.
For its love story and beautiful quotes, ‘Shesher
Kabita’ by Rabindranath Tagor became a magnum opus at
least for certain generations. Drishtipat also had a same
impact. Like Amit- Labonno, there came also a coupleAdharkar and Sunanda.for generations. People often used
the quotations in writing letters to their loved one. It was
a mystery in the book: why Sunanda loved the man, but
later deprived. Perhaps Adharkar had some failure in his
character, which Sunanda did not like. Author through the
mouth of Adharkar made many sharp comments against
women, which was popular among the male at that time.
What we drew a huge readership for Drishtipat is to see an
aching heart, Adharkar, finally decided to keep his life alone,
in an eternal solitude.
If there is no past, nor future, but present exists,
that is contemporary and recent. Which has the past, but
that fails to perceive the present, that is outdated. Who
gives value to past and present, he is modern. And which
is modern in all the times, even in future, it is a classic.
Drishtipat, is indeed a classic, and a must read for everyone.

[Mr. Touhid Imam is an Assistant Secretary in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and was a trainee-officer of the 21st SDTC at
FSA. This is an edited version of Book Review on this particular
book submitted by him as part of his training programme.]
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